
Public Order 2019-3–18-5 Dispute Resolution

COURT OF AGES

PROCEDURES FOR DISPUTE RESOLUTION 

Conflict meant big business for the ‘legal’ community in a society based on corporate 
law where the flames of litigation were fanned constantly and continually. But now as 
individuals and communities learn to govern themselves without meddling from 
supposed ‘authority’ figures, we begin experiencing more cooperation and less 
competition between neighbors. 

Procedures for dispute resolution are hereby ordered as follows: 

1. A DISPUTE IS A DISAGREEMENT NOT RESULTING FROM SIGNIFICANT LOSS, 
HARM OR CRIMINAL ACT. 

A dispute is a disagreement, not a competition for control. Disagreements can 
easily turn into power struggles when emotions run amok. Maintaining 
perspective, engaging logic and applying inner core values can assure that a 
dispute remains a simple disagreement. 

2. DISPUTES ARE SETTLED QUICKLY BETWEEN DISPUTANTS WHEREVER 
POSSIBLE. 

Disputes are most easily settled when both parties 1.) remain willing to 
communicate, 2.) stay focused on the issue rather than the people involved, and 
3.) keep seeking common ground.

 
3. DISPUTANTS WHO ARE UNABLE TO SETTLE A MATTER BETWEEN 
THEMSELVES BRING THE MATTER BEFORE A JUDGE WHO IS AGREED UPON BY 
BOTH PARTIES. 

Either party may select the judge as long a both parties agree. If one disagrees 
on a particular person, both parties keep selecting people until a suitable judge is 
agreed upon. 

4. DISPUTANTS AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE JUDGE’S RULING. 
This means the judge must be someone both parties respect as able to 
objectively mediate the issue. Sometimes the judge may require specialized 
knowledge (e.g. if the disagreement involves work in a particular profession or 
field of service). 

5. A JUDGE IS A RESPECTED COMMUNITY MEMBER WHO IS CALLED UPON TO 
RENDER A DECISION IN ORDER TO SETTLE A DISPUTE. 

A judge should possess high moral character, insight, intelligence and adequate 
knowledge base. Every adult in the community should strive to possess the 
qualities of a judge to whatever degree is possible. 
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6. A JUDGE IS AN UNPAID VOLUNTEER WHO ACTS IN SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY AS CALLED UPON. 

The reasons for this are clear. Anyone who profits from other’s struggles is at risk 
for perpetuating struggles, either consciously or unconsciously. 

7. ACCEPTING PAYMENT FOR SERVICE AS JUDGE VIOLATES NATURAL LAW. 
We are sometimes unaware of our unconscious motivations. So even though you 
may find bribery deplorable, sometimes we can be bought off without realizing it. 
So it’s best to avoid any interaction that may compromise a decision. 

8. ANY ADULT WHO IS CALLED UPON MAY ACT AS JUDGE IN ORDER TO SETTLE 
A DISPUTE. 

Disputants decide and agree upon who assists them in settling their dispute. 
Anyone is a candidate for volunteering as a judge. 

9. WHEN A DISPUTANT REFUSES REASONABLE ATTEMPTS TO SETTLE A 
MATTER AND REFUSES TO AGREE ON A JUDGE, THE MATTER IS BROUGHT 
BEFORE THE ECCLESIA. 

The ecclesia is the local meeting of community members to discuss and decide 
upon matters that concern the community as a whole. The ecclesia may 
recommend the matter be addressed by a panel or council who investigates and 
agrees on a resolution. 

10. DISPUTES BROUGHT BEFORE THE ECCLESIA ARE SETTLED BY AGREEMENT 
OF THE COUNCIL. 

The community chooses council members who serve for terms decided upon by 
the community—these council members are tasked with assisting when 
disputants reach an impasse. Methods of consensus building, agreement and 
voting are determined by what works best for the community.

Order issued this eighteenth day of March, 2019

Cindy K. Currier
COURT OF AGES
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